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Message Text 


TAGS: PGOV, XF, US, KU 

SUB J : SADAT VISIT TO U.S. AND STATUS OF MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS 


REF: (A) STATE 23436, (B) KUWAIT 445, (C) STATE 23799 
1 . 1 MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SABAH AL-AHMAD AL-SABAH 
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JANUARY 30 TO DISCUSS FORTHCOMING VISIT OF PRESIDENT 
SADAT TO U.S. FOREIGN MINISTER WAS NOT AVAILABLE 
PREVIOUS DAY DUE TO ATTENDANCE AT REGULAR SUNDAY CABINET 
MEETING. I CONVEYED POINTS PROVIDED IN REF. A, INCLUDING 
IN PARA 4, SINCE FONMIN WAS INTERESTED IN DISCUSSING 
HOW VISIT FITS INTO OVERALL PEACE EFFORT. I UNDERLINED 
THAT ARRANGMENT OF THIS VISIT WAS FURTHER DEMONSTRATION 
OF PERSONAL INTEREST AND CONCERN OF PRESIDENT CARTER IN 
PURSUIT OF MIDDLE EAST PEACE. 

2. SABAH AL-AHMAD CONTINUED TO EXPRESS NEED TO GATHER 

ALL CONCERNED PARTICIPANTS, INCLUDING USSR, INTO ONE MEETING, 
SUCH AS THE WALDHEIM PROPOSAL FOR A CONFERENCE AT THE UN 
OR A GENEVA CONFERENCE. FONMIN HAD FORMALLY ENDORSED 
SUCH A CONFERENCE IN MAY MEETING WITH HIM ONE WEEK 
AGO (REF. B). IN REPLY I DREW EXTENSIVELY ON ANSWER TO 
QUESTION RE POSSIBILITY OF GENEVA CONFERENCE WHICH HAL 
SAUNDERS HAD PROVIDED IN HIS BACKGROUND BRIEFING OF THE 
PRESS (REF. C). 

3. SABAH AL-AHMAD SEEMED MUCH RELIEVED TO HEAR THIS 
REPLY, ALTHOUGH I EMPHASIZED THAT SUCH A BROAD "FORUM" 
WOULD HAVE TO COME AT THE END OF THE ROAD AFTER ALL PREVIOUS 
STEPS PROMOTING BROADER NEGOTIATION OF ALL THE ISSUES HAD 
BEEN TAKEN. HE APPARENTLY WAS CONCERNED THAT THE 
ULTIMATE GOAL OF A GENEVA CONFERENCE HAD BEEN LOST IN THE 
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CONTEXT OF THE SADAT INITIATIVE. THE FONMIN MAINTAINED 
THAT SUCH A CONFERENCE WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE NO ARAB 
WOULD PERMIT SADAT TO SPEAK ON HIS BEHALF, EVEN IF HE 
AGREED WITH WHAT HE IS SAYING. 

4. SINCE, UNLIKE OUR PREVIOUS MEETING, WHERE FONMIN 

WAS SPEAKING MORE FORMALLY IN ARABIC, WE DISCUSSED AT SOME 
LENGTH THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE U.S. APPROACH TO THIS PROBLEM 
INFORMALLY IN ENGLISH. IN THE COURSE OF THIS DISCUSSION 
I URGED THAT THE GOK NOT TAKE ANY POSITION WHICH WOULD 
UNDERMINE SADAT'S EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE PEACE, EVEN IF THE 
KUWAITIS DID NOT APPROVE OF THE METHOD OF HIS APPROACH. 

I ALSO URGED SABAH AL-AHMAD TO ENCOURAGE HIS ARAB 
BROTHERS TO DO LIKEWISE. I SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD BE 
MOST HELPFUL IF THE GOK COULD AT LEAST INDICATE IT SUPPORTED 
ALL EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE MIDDLE EAST PEACE. I ADDED THAT 
SADAT'S POSITION WILL INEVITABLY BE WEAKENED, BOTH INTERNALLY 
AND EXTERNALLY, IF HE RECEIVES NO INDICATION OF AT LEAST 
GENERAL SUPPORT FROM HIS ARAB BROTHERS. 

5. FONMIN SAID HE COULD NOT RESPOND TO THAT QUESTION IN 
VIEW OF THE CARETAKER NATURE OF KUWAIT'S GOVERNMENT, BUT 
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MAINTAINED THAT THE GOK OFFICIAL POSITION HAD BEEN CAREFUL 
NOT TO UNDERCUT SADAT. HE AGREED THAT SADAT NEEDED ASSISTANCE 
AND CALLED UPON THE U.S. TO GIVE HIM ALL THE HELP POSSIBLE. 

I OBSERVED THAT WE WERE INDEED DOING SO BUT THAT IT WAS 
EQUALLY IMPORTANT FOR HIS ARAB BROTHERS TO SHOW SOME 
SUPPORT FOR HIS PEACE EFFORTS. SABAH AL- AHMAD COMMENTED 
THAT EGYPTIAN VICE PRESIDENT MUBARAK WOULD ARRIVE IN 
KUWAIT LATER THAT SAME DAY AND THAT HE WAS LOOKING 
FORWARD TO HEARING FROM HIM ON THESE MATTERS. 

MAESTRONE 

SECRET 
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